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COOPERATION AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, in accordance with the New Jersey Property Tux Assessment
Reform Act, N.J.S.A; 54:1-86, et seq, Gloucester County §s designated as a pilot to
provide regionalized tax assessmont services to ull municipal jurisdictions thevein: and

WHEREAS, the County has established an Agreement which sets forth the-
duties and responsibilities of the County and each municipality in accordanee with the
provisions of the aforesaid Act; and

WHEREAS, the Solicitor has reviewed and recommended that the Borough
enter into the attached County Assessor Cooperation Agreement; and

WHEREAS, participation in this pilot program and cooperation with the
County in the implementation thereof will result in substantial savings of locat expenses:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Woodbury Heights, with the Mayor conenrring, that the attached County
Assessor Cooperation Agreement is hereby authorized and the Mayor and Clerk are
empowered to sign and deliver a counterpart thereof to the County forthwith after the

adoption hereof.

BOQROUGH OF WOODBURY HEIGHTS

ATTEST: /7
“’—m%.%"ff ey ~
J , CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR

The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Borough Council of the

Borough of Woodbiiry Heights at a Regular Meeting held opthe 15th day of May, 2013,
%%%mu ’




COUNTY ASSESSOR
COOPERATION AGREEMENT

_ L -
THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), duted this 1,2 sy of \h.m:'u = KN
i mude by and between the Cotnty of Gloucester (“County") und the Borough of Woodbury
Heights, (“Munieipality™).
RECITALS
A. Pursunnt 0 the New Jersey Property Tax Assesament Reform At {“the
Act”), NIS A, 54;1-86 et seq., Gloucester County has boch designated i thi

pilot county and received the authority @ punsue fegionalized tax assessment on o
County-wide basiy; und

B Amajor aspect of the progrm ix the periodie revaluation of the real
_property in the Municipalities located in the County. NJS.A, $4:1-90 provides
that every Msmicipaiity withiti the pilot county shal! implement a read proporty

rovaluation; and

= Inorder 1o acopmplish the revaluation, it is necessury for the County o

engage the services of a profossional revatustion firm; and

D, Inorder o select the approprinte firm, the Courty will solicit proposals
from such firms; and

E. The Municipality with ita local knowledge will huve valusbile input into
the tax assessop process; und

F. Inaddition, the County and the Municipality need 10 provide for cermais
obligations in connection with taxpayer appeals.

_ NOW, THEREFORE, in cansideratian af the mutut] prosmises, ugresments snd other
considerations made by and among the Comty and Municipality, the County and Municipality
do hereby agree 24 follows:

AGREEMENT
1. Selection of Revaluntivg Firm:

a. The County wﬂl sollcit and receive proposals from firms interested in
providing revalustion/vahuation services, '



b The County shall thoresfter be respansible for the formal evaluation of the
proposals consistent with the terms and provisions of the New Jersey Fair
and Opett Laws applicable to such selection.

¢, The County shall be rexpotisible for selecting the revaluation firm.

4. The County Board of Freeholders ahall awwrd the contract for and shall
enter into an sppropriaté contract with the selected firm and the County
shall be respansible for the cost of the services received,

2. Transfer of Surplus Property:

o Municipality shall make available 1 the County surpius municipa! squipment,
previously used by the Muticipality m tax assessment activities, which squipmient
may be uaeful, in the Counry's discrotion, for County tax assisssment activities.
Such equipment thall be provided as is.

b. Muniespality will determine what equipiment and/or fumnishings shall be deetned
“purphis". |

3. Jurisdiction over Defense of Tax Appeuls; Responsibility for Fees and Costs in

a. County and Municipality scknowiedge that appeals may be filed by txpayery
with the County Boand of Taxution ambfor the Tax Court. The Contract to be
entered into with the property fovaluation firm shall provide thit the revalustion
firm will participate in the defense of the County Tax Appeals for a period of twe
(2} years which will include the revatuation year and the year following.

With regard to State Appeals, Pargragh 3(6)1, il and li1.) shall contral with
regard 1o the costs in the event thot the revaluation firm is called g & witness in

State Appeals.
b. Costs assacinted with the settlement snd/or defense of appeals:

1. With regard o appeals for any sex year prior to and including 2012, the
Mimicipality in which the property under appeal is located will rotein
exchisive jucisdiction over the defense of these tax appeals, mnd will ke
solely tesponsible for all costs nsdociated with the defense of thess tax
appeals mvolving but not limited to apptaisers, attormeys, and any othey
experts,

il. The County will have exclusive jurisdiction over the defouse over all new
2017 tax appeals. und all subsequent vear, and wall be solely respansibie
for all opats assocrated with the new sppenls. This providon spplivs
exclusively to new appeals filed in 2013 and subsequent years, and should

(1



not be congtroed 8y applying to tax appeals referenced i Section 3¢h)(ii)
The County will have exclusive jurisdiction ay applied 1o but not lmited to
hinng attomeys, appraisers and any otheér experts needed fof defenve of
tx appeals,

il Munlcipality shall be respaisibie for 21l of the cogts prior to the takeover,
which will include 2012 and iy prioc years. After the County take over,
the Municiphlity will be tesponsibile for a pro rata share of the coxts up
unti! and incloding the day of entry of the final judgment. The basis of the
oo mitit cost wharing will be the total number of years that the County has
takon over the nssessmunt dutles, divided by the total years under appeal.
That figire will bo the County’s percentage of sespansibility and the
balance of the costs, after subltracting the County's responsibility, witl be
the Municipality's share of' the vost, " '

For Tax Appeals involving multiple years both prior to and afier 2012, the
County will have exclusive jurisdiotion over the defenso of all aueh tax
appeals; The County shalf inform the Municipaiity in which the propeity
that is subject of the sppeal is loctted, prior to engaging to entering intw
any final settlement sgréentent, pursusnt ws NJA C. 18:174-8.1. The
County, ntits gole divcretion, shall engipe outside legal counse] and
experts neceasary to defond the 1ax appealy. The costs will be shared pro
rata bused wpon the number of years under appeal and the oumber of vears
that the Cutnty has assumed conplete responsitility of ussessor duties A
The basis af the pro mta share will be ax spocified in the abave pargraph.
The County may decide to vse County personne] to defend the tax sppeals:

The percentage of pro st cost sharing will be angoing until all sppeals
filed in 2012 and pricr years dre resolved.

¢ Purstunt fo the County 'y cantyoet with such outside experrs, the Courny shil] pay
4l eowt bitls associnted with outside legal counsel, expert appraisal and valustion
consultants, and any other professivinal experts needed to dofond the tax sppeal.
All outide expert cnsts will be shated by the Caanty and the Mussicipality s n
pro-uti bists, based upon the percentage in Paragraph 3(bj(iil). The Municipality
will reimburge the Caunty for its setthement share of such costs on an annual basis
until such time as & final judgment i entesed.

On ar before February 1" of cach year, the County shall give notice 1 the
Mumicipal Clerk of the amount of reimbursement due the County PRISANt 1o s
section. The County may send billy periodically 10 Municipaiity. Al hills shall bo
paid po Tater than April 1° of the year billed; at which time the tnunicipality stisl|
fully reimburse the County for the Municipality's pro v share of the appeals
delense costs.

d. Notwithstariding the County's obligation 1o share in or assume the cost af appeal,



the County ahall have oo obligation o share in and does not sssume any
abligation of the Municipitity 1o refiind tax payments to any tax payer. In the
event that the Plaintit] nd/or the Tax Court require » refund, the Cowmty wiil
submit to the Municipality for approval of any potential refiind.

¢, In the event that the Plaintiff requests or the Court requires a refund, the
Munlicipality wiil be résponsibie for any refitnds that shall go before Comcil fir

approvil,

. “Costs of Appeal™ shall include, bur not necessarily be timited to, the focs of law
firms etigaged [on this purpose, fees of vutiide sppraisal and valustion experts,
and the fess of any other outside professional experts engaged fur the purpone of
defense of the tax aopeal.

NJ. of the
Municipatities within the pifot County shall be transfiarred to the County Assessor.
NISA. 54186 of seq. forther provides for other aspects of the transfor of
fimetioms and mathonty in order to offectuate the program. County and
Municipafity agree to coopernte in all respects with each other for the purpose of
acormplishing such transfers and the successful implementation of the progran

5. Term: The term of this Cooperation Agreement shall extend for the period of the
Property Tax Assessment Reform Act Progrm in Gloucester County.

6. Entire Agreement. This Agroement sets forth all thie prormises, covenants,
agreements, conditions and imdenakings between the parties ereto with respect to
Qhe_mbjmm::!mwﬂandwpcmdnnumorwwmnpomuaw
dnd undertukings, inducements, or coniditions, expross o implied, ol or written
berween the pirtica hireto. '

7- Governing Law. The terms of this Agresment shall be governed by md canstred,
Interpreted and enforced in docordance with the laws of the State of New Jersoy.

peration in - on ransier e
F4:1-99 provides that the property assessment function in all

8. Counterparts. Tlus Agreomaent muy be simultaneousiy execited in several
counterpany, each of which shall constitute an original document and all of wiich
shull constitute but one and the same Instrument.




